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Step‑by‑Step was the
predominant switching system for the


first half of the century and remained the system of choice

for small communities until the 1970's. 
‑

Crossbar System

Crossbar equipment, like the Panel System, uses common control equipment to increase efficiency and speed of calling. The Crossbar switch consists of a horizontal bar, a vertical bar, and a contact spring which causes contacts on the switch to close and establish a connection through the central office.

All digits dialed are received and stored in an originating register units, senders, and various common control equipment activated to establish a connection from subscriber to called subscriber.

Crossbar Systems are extremely fast in making connections and can handle calls with more speed than other systems. Generally this type system was used for big city operations after 1938.
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